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Washington, {AP)~US. officials moni~
tored telephone calls by an Air Force'mis-
sile crewman to the Soviet Embassy in .
Washington in December before he visited
the Russians, but were unsure of the man’s
identity or job for three months, Jusm:e
Department sources said yesterday. . " 5.

It was not until sometime after- early:‘
March-that the Air Force’s Office of Spe-.-
clal Inv&txgat:ons was able to identify the;:

man’who had called and visited the em--
bassy as Air Force 2d Lt. Chnatopher ‘ﬁ

’ Cooke, the sources said:

" Lieitenant :Cooke, 23, was second m

‘command of a four-person Titan II inter-

" continental - ballistic - missile. crew at

McConne!l Axr Force Base near Wichxta
Kan

~He has been in pre-tnal confmement at

'._.'the base since being charged last Friday

5.

< under. military law. with three counts of |
.violating. Air Force' rules: against: unay- .

thorized contact with representatives ofa

" charged withr three visits: to- the Soviet |

Communist country. Specifically, he is|

Embassy in Washington: between Decem- |
ber, 1980, and May, 1981. :
The Justice Department sources who '
discussed the case on the:condition they 1
not be identified said that in the December |
telephone calls: “there-was. reference to !
military matters” which required that the l

scalls be looked into further.-The sources 1

“said that the man-who called used a phony |
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name and did not:give-any. mdxcanon
whether he was a civilian or a soldier.”
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Asked how the: government learned of
the calls, one.source said only that “the
coverage was: extensive in a case like
this.” It has been known for some time,
however, that. the: FBI maintains photo-
graphic survexllance of the Soviet Embas-
sy and electronic surveillance of the teles
phones. of”. varxmw forelgn embassxes m |

- The sources said that bngarch the FBI

* had determined that the man telephoning |
" and visiting the embassy was either Chris- i
topher Cooke -or his brother, . Richard
Cooke, Jr., both of whom are in the Au'
Force. . ;‘

“In-a- telephone mtervxew ywterday,
Rxchard Cooke, Sr., saidithat both his sons |
_are assigned to McConrel) Air Force Base, |
" where Richard is an airman first class asv 5
sxgnedtothebasesspecxal ~olice, = w1

. The Justice Department sources; said A
that as soon as the. FBI determined in ear-- x
ly March:that the: 1&2 ‘was. in-the. Air]
F‘orce and either Richard or Cbnstopher ‘
Cooke, it turned the case over to the Axr\
Force’s Office. of Special Invesuga‘uons,
‘which subsequently. determined the- man |
was Christopher Cooke. : ™ Py =

“The Justite Department sources also
.- disclosed that Christopher Cooke had re-:
_ ceived from the Soviets:‘a small payment'
- in the range of $50.7.The sources said that;
the government has-not been.able to un-/
- rave] Lieutenant Cooke’s Aouva mtne\

. alleg°d contacts.

The Justice Depa
7ing whether federal criminal charges, -
cludmg espxonage, shoul '
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